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SENATE BI LL 5621

St ate of WAshi ngt on 59th Legislature 2005 Regul ar Sessi on

By Senators MAuliffe, Winstein, Pridenore, Rockefeller, Kohl-Wlles
and Rasmnussen

Read first tine 01/31/2005. Referred to Commttee on Early Learning,
K-12 & Hi gher Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to preschool or nursery schools; adding new
sections to chapter 28A. 215 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that the early
years of a child' s life are a tine of enornmous growh. The |egislature
further finds that when parents choose to provide early educationa
opportunities for their children in public or private preschools,
parents should have the tools to help find high-quality prograns for
their children that will help their students be ready to go to school

(2) The legislature intends to establish a voluntary certification
process for the child devel opnent and educati onal program offerings of
public and nonpublic preschool prograns. The purpose of the voluntary
certification is to give parents and other consuners of preschool
prograns the ability to evaluate the educational quality of the
preschool programincluding the programs ability to prepare the child
for Kkindergarten.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. By rule, the superintendent of public
instruction shall adopt standards and procedures for the voluntary
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certification of public and nonpublic preschool child devel opnent and
educati onal prograns. The standards at a mninmum should outline
essential conponents including but not Ilimted to the followng
categories: School-hone rel ationships; class size and teacher-student
rati os; standards for teachers and staff; specification of pedagogi cal
goal s, content, and nethods, consistent with early | earning devel opnent
benchmar ks devel oped i n Washi ngton; and nethods for nonitoring quality.
The superintendent shall develop progranms to encourage preschool
progranms to apply for approval.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. The office of the superintendent of public
instruction shall post a list of certified preschool progranms on its
web site.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 4. Any program that neets the definition of
nursery school or kindergarten under RCW 74.15.020(2)(g) and is not
required to be |icensed under chapter 74.15 RCWshall annually file its
busi ness nanme, nane of the business owner, address, and phone nunber
wi th the superintendent of public instruction.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 5. Sections 2 through 4 of this act are each
added to chapter 28A. 215 RCW

~-- END ---
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